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If you ask an author to sign a book, you have to tell
him/her what to write
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Raymond Chen

If you happen to catch me, say by stopping by my office if you happen to work at Microsoft,

I’d be happy to sign your copy of my book. (There’s no need to set up a formal book signing

appearance in building 9; just stop by my office any time.) One of the things you don’t realize

as a fan waiting in line at a book signing is that when you get to the front of the line, you have

to tell the author what to write. It’s obvious once you think about it. The author doesn’t know

anything about you. You’re just one person out of hundreds they’re going to sign for today.

How should they know what to write? So don’t make the same mistake Michael Kaplan did.

(I’m just teasing, Michael!) When you stop by to ask me to sign your copy of the book, give

me some idea what you want me to write. I’m happy to do it, but you have to give me

something to work with.

In other book news: The publishers are working on getting the bonus chapters onto the book

web site. Your patience is appreciated. And I’m seeing book reviews coming from all over,

like this one from Tom Duff (who even posted the review to the book’s Amazon page), and a

surprise one from Martin Heller. (The surprise that Martin Heller wrote a review of my book

at all, not that the review is full of surprises. I don’t know if that makes sense.)
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