Why does scheduling a task require a password?
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Kevin asks, “Windows XP lets me install applications, delete files, etc., so why does
scheduling a task requires a password?” (I guess the answer to this question wasn’t obvious
since nobody answered it in the suggestion box.) Because scheduled tasks run after you have
logged off. All those other operations occur while you are logged on. Your user token has
been authenticated with the relevant security authority. The system has confirmed your
identity and your permissions and stored them in your user token. But once you log off, your
token goes away.

Since scheduled tasks can run even if you aren’t logged on (that’s sort of the point of them
after all), the system needs to re-establish your identity and your permissions, because your
account may have been deleted or restricted in the meantime. And to do that, you need a
password. Scheduled tasks can’t use some “just act like I'm that user over there, trust me”
magic cookie, because that would be equivalent to a password.
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