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Some time ago, I wrote on the topic of auto-restarting a program when it crashes or
terminates. If your program is a service, you can set the service restart policy, which will
restart the service if it crashes. I mentioned that there is no similar feature for regular
applications. Turns out I was wrong.

The RegisterApplicationRestart function lets you specify a command line to use if the
current process crashes or hangs, or if the program had been running at the time the system
restarted to install an update. You can also specify flags that modify the default restart
conditions.

Note that if the program crashes or hangs, the program does not restart automatically. The
system informs the user of the crash or hang, and then asks if they want to restart the
program. Only if the user agrees does the system execute the restart command. Note also
that the restart command is not executed if the user manually terminates the program, such
as by using Task Manager. The idea of the restart command is to make it easier for the user
to recover their work, not to give programs an easy means of persistent execution.

Bonus chatter: To avoid infinite restart loops, both service auto-restart and process auto-
restart have minimum uptime requirements before they will restart the crashed process. You
can read the documentation for details.
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